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Prof. Ran Yongping: Can you give us any advice for interlanguage pragmatics research?

Prof. Kasper: No particular hot topics. Possible areas include comprehension and production of
pragmatic routines, and general willingness of using discourse completion as a research method
in terms of transfer. For example, in a comparative study on compliments in German and
compliments in English, special responses were found with the German candidates (negative
transfer). Suggestions: to collect interactional data of second language speakers and then see 1)
how are certain actions done; 2) how are they responded. Such naturalistic approaches may help
us find something which would never be found in discourse completion.

Prof. Ran Yongping: Are the responses situational?

Prof. Kasper: Sure, they are all situational. However, it is said that the type of responses is not
very situational.



Question: Could you give us some suggestions on how to do replication studies? Is there
anything particular we should pay attention to?

Prof. Kasper: Replication studies are good for researchers of beginning since it hones research
skills. Remember that researches cannot be flawless. Suggestions: 1) To read critically the
researcher’s report and find out whether the ways, e.g. theory, data collection, literature, data
analysis, data interpretation, are OK; 2) based on critical review, to design your study with
modification according to your research questions.

Question: Is it possible to replace the term “communicative competence” with “interactional
competence”?

Prof. Kasper: As far as we talk about interaction, | think it works. Although in the literature
communicative competence is used with spoken language, it might not be necessary. We can
apply the notion communicative competence to any way in using language while interactional
competence would be able to include all the activities except for those uses exclusively
mediated by written language. In other words, interactional competence has a narrower range of
language-mediated activities than communicative competence. Interactional competence has
enormous advantages over communicative competence since it focuses on interaction.

Prof. Liu Jianda: What should we do in order to be a successful contributor of Applied
Linguistics?

Prof. Kasper: | have been an editor of the journal for five years. It is difficult to give
suggestions since it is a journal with very broad scope and high standard. Each paper is
reviewed by three reviewers who are experts in the area and who would make productive and
constructive comments. As far as topics are concerned, authors often consider who is the editor
and whether they address particular topics the editors are particularly interested in, but that is
not true with Applied Linguistics. Recommendation: 1) take a look at the journal and find out
what are the articles they have published in different perspectives, e.g. topics, theoretical
orientation, methodology. No bias with Applied Linguistics. 2) think how your paper measures
up against already published work; 3) If you are rejected by a high-fledging, you can get good
comments. Don’t be upset. Revise and resubmit or submit the paper to other journals.

Question: How do you become a distinguished scholar from a student?

Prof. Kasper: | was fortunate because the department where | studied as a student was
research-oriented. | was involved in the first research project of interlanguage pragmatics and |
did my dissertation on that field. That was how | got started. As for my students, they take
courses relevant to their dissertation and try to upgrade their research ability. It is also clear that
when the students are senior they begin to develop course papers which are typically data-based
and develop them into journal articles. They really start publishing when they are in doctoral
programs. They are also sent to good conferences to present their papers.
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