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4.

A Pragmatic Approach in CSL Teaching: Reverse Design
Wu Weiping
(Yale—China Chinese Language Center (CLC) Faculty of Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong ,
Hong Kong 999077, China)

Key words: pragmatic approach; context; register; CSL teaching; pedagogical system

Abstract: This paper explores various issues related to the use of a pragmatic approach in teaching Chinese as a Second
Language (CSL), which pays more attention to other factors in language use than language structure. With examples from the
five key stages in CSL teaching and learning, namely assessment, curriculum design, teaching materials preparation,
teaching activities and teacher training, the author describes problems encountered and some of the solutions applied in the
process of developing and systematically implementing such an approach. In addition to pronunciation, vocabulary and
grammar, the pragmatic approach as described in this paper calls for more attention to linguistic functions in context and style
in language use. Such an approach is expected to lead to communication that is not just linguistically correct, but culturally
appropriate. No matter what approach is adopted, however, it depends on the teacher realizing what is already built in at each
of the stages. Obviously, teachers don’t need to go with any trend in pedagogy without questioning, rather, we need to take a
critical look at what we are so used to and make use of what our time has to offer, including not just technology of the internet

era but also findings from sociolinguistics.
[SRfEHmiE  XIXHE]
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