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English and Chinese differ in well-defined ways on the following two properties: 1) English
reflexives himself/herself can only take local antecedents, whereas the Chinese reflexive ziji can have
long-distance antecedents as well as a local one; 2) Chinese freely allows null objects, whereas English
does not. But it is not clear that Chinese learners of English can simply learn the relevant properties on
the basis of experience. A story-based truth-value judgment task was administered to 62 advanced-level
Chinese-speaking learners of English. It was found that the local binding characteristics of English
reflexives were acquired with greater ease than the obligatory status of English objects. This can be
accounted for by assuming that the L2 learners have adopted the L1 grammar as the initial ILG. In the
case of reflexive binding, L2 input was available to disconfirm the inappropriate L1-based analysis,
hence restructuring took place. In the case of null objects, however, the Chinese speakers’ current
grammar appeared to accommodate the L2 input adequately, hence changes were not motivated.
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Grice’s theory of meaning has been the central topic of linguistic pragmatics. However,
interpretations of this widely read theory are varied and disparate. This article is an attempt to provide a
faithful reading of Grice’s theory of meaning coupled with two important fresh interpretations:
(1)Grice’s fundamental concern is with a distinction between what is said and what is implicated.
(ii)The Gricean overall architecture of meaning is centred around the speaker rather than the hearer.
Both novel interpretations, on the one hand, lend support to my understanding that Grice’s theory of
meaning is an integrative component of his overall philosophical concern, on the other hand, help
bring back to attention the speaker’s central role in pragmatics. Aware of these, we will not go astray on
the way to a more sophisticated Gricean theory of meaning and can never announce the ‘death’ of the
speaker for the desired ‘birth’ of the hearer in pragmatic theorizing.
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In recent years, many L2 studies have focused on the relationship between functional categories
and their morphological/phonological realizations in L2 acquisition, and the relationship between
lexical morphology and syntax or between semantics and syntax has not received much attention. In
this talk, I will demonstrate that we cannot take it for granted that grammatical aspects at interface
levels can be acquired by L2 learners. I will argue that the lexical morphology-syntax interface and the
semantics-syntax interface can be loci of variability in L2 acquisition.

Chinese is generally treated as a “pure” wh-in-situ language in L2 research, and few people have
done research in how different wh-words behave in L2 acquisition of wh-questions. In my talk, I will
demonstrate that wh-nominals and wh-adverbs have different behaviours in Chinese and that movement
and island effects do exist in Chinese wh-questions with wh-adverbs. I will report on an empirical study
examining behaviours of different wh-words in English speakers’ L2 Chinese wh-questions.

It is assumed that CO in wh-questions is essentially ambiguous and unvalued with respect to
specification of force and that unvalued CO must be valued. The valuation can be carried out by
merging a wh-particle into CO0, as in Chinese, or by moving a wh-phrase to Spec CP, as in English. 106
English speakers of Chinese and 20 native speakers of Chinese are involved in the study, whose aims
are to find out: (a) how CO in wh-questions is valued in L2 Chinese grammars at the initial,
intermediate and final stages; (b) whether the valuation of CO by the wh-particle ne in L2 Chinese
implies the wh-in-situ; (c) whether wh-adverbs in L2 Chinese, but not wh-nominals, have an operator
feature which has to move to Spec CP.

Results of an acceptability judgment test indicate that CO of wh-questions in English speakers’
L2 Chinese grammars is valued by the merging of the Chinese wh-particle ne into CO and that there is
no L1 transfer in this aspect of L2 grammars as no wh-movement is found in English speakers’ L2
Chinese. However, there is evidence that wh-words do not develop in a uniform fashion and that
different wh-words behave differently at different Chinese proficiency levels. While English speakers’
L2 Chinese grammars correctly accept Chinese wh-questions with shei “who” and shenme “what”
embedded in islands and reject those with weishenme “why”, there is variable operator raising in
shenmeshihou “when” and nar “where” at beginner and intermediate levels. This variable raising
disappears at post-intermediate and advanced levels. However, the variable operator raising is persistent



in zenme(yang) “how” and it is found even at the advanced level. I will provide an account for the
variability on the basis of problems at L2 lexical morphology-syntax and semantics-syntax interfaces.
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